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The Covenant  

of the 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Church - Unitarian Universalist 

 

In order to create the beloved community we all desire for ourselves, we, the Congregation 

of Thomas Jefferson Memorial Church Unitarian Universalist covenant to 

Communicate with compassion and respect, especially when we disagree, 

Celebrate diversity and nurture our inclusivity, 

Embrace one another spiritually and emotionally, 

Promote social justice within our congregation and the larger community, 

Generously support the ministries of the church with time, money and enthusiasm, and 

Lovingly call each other back into covenant when we have fallen short. 

The Mission 

of the  

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Church - Unitarian Universalist 

 

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Church is a church of the liberal tradition rooted in the heritage 

of Unitarian Universalism and dedicated to the belief that in every individual there are 

extraordinary possibilities.  

 

We are committed to the individual and collective pursuit of spiritual growth, social 

justice, and life-long religious education and understanding. 

 

We foster an open and free community in which we share our gifts, care for one another, 

and honor our differences. 

 

We seek to have a lasting influence on local, national and global programs that promote 

equity and end oppression. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

F Who can attend AFD classes? 

We welcome anyone from our congregation or the larger community to join us. Let us know if you 

have any special transportation needs to see if you qualify for assistance. 

F How do I sign up? 

Complete the form at the back of this brochure and turn it in (by mail, email or in person) to the 

Religious Education office at church. Registration is also available online at http://

www.uucharlottesville.org. 

F When should I register? 

Registration is on-going, however, classes have minimum and maximum registration requirements. 

Some classes allow drop-ins. Contact the Director of Religious Education for more information.  

F What are the fees? 

Fees are listed with the class synopsis. Check or cash payments are accepted before the class begins 

or on the first night of class. Checks should be made out to TJMC-AFD and sent to the Religious 

Education Office, TJMC-UU, 717 Rugby Road, Charlottesville, VA 22903. Please include the class 

name in the memo line. 

F What do the fees go toward? 

Course fees cover the direct costs of each class and support the creation of future AFD offerings. In 

some cases, the class facilitator is paid an honorarium.  

F Are there fee waivers? 

Please speak with the Director of Religious Education to obtain a waiver for financial reasons.  

F Are there minimums and maximums on class sizes? 

Yes, class sizes are listed in the class synopsis. If a class you have paid for is canceled, class fees will 

be refunded. 

F Are all classrooms ADA accessible? 

Let us know if you have mobility concerns as not all of our classrooms are ADA accessible. We will 

do our best to meet your needs. 

F How will I be informed of class cancellations? 

Should your class be canceled we will try to contact you by email or phone. You may also contact us 

at 434-293-8179 for more information. 
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Adult Faith Development Offerings 

The Black Empowerment Controversy 

In the late 1960õs through mid-1970õs, Unitarian Universalism was rocked by many of the same forces that 
were revolutionizing (and polarizing) the United States with regard to race relations. For many the 
echoes of this time reverberate still. Many others, however, know nothing about this pivotal story of 
Unitarian Universalist history. Through video, reading, and conversation, we will explore this time in our 
history and see what lessons there are to learn today, especially as the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Church 
in Charlottesville, VA. 

Facilitator: Rev. Erik Walker Wikstrom 

Location: Summit Room 2 

Date: Wednesdays, February 29, March 7 & March 14 

Time: 7-9 PM 

Number of Participants: 8 minimum, 25 maximum 

Fee: free of charge 

Bringing it Home:  
Creating a Rich Home Environment for the Young Child 

Are you the parent of a young child (zero to six) or expectant parent? Would you like to know more 
about how to make your home a warm, loving, nurturing place for you and your young ones? 

Come join in this exploration of both Montessori and Waldorf approaches to early childhood. The first 
session will include a brief introduction to the Montessori and Waldorf approaches to early childhood 
and the second will offer practical ways to blend these approaches to create a rich, peaceful, and 
empowering home environment for young children. Come and learn simple, wonderful techniques that 
you can employ in your own home and make some new friends and connectionsé and bring your 
questions! 

Facilitators: Cynthia Jordan Fisher is an AMI Montessori Assistant to Infancy (birth to three 
years), DONA certified Postpartum Doula, teaches parent/infant and toddler classes and has a 
small Montessori Infant Community program in Ivy. Dianne Bearinger is an experienced Waldorf 
Preschool Teacher, Parent-Toddler Teacher, DONA Certified Postpartum Doula, Home school 
Teacher and mother. Their work together blends these two wonderful approaches to early 
childhood. 

Location: Parlor 

Date:  Two sequential Saturdays TBA 
(please register to express your interest and we will be in touch with 
you to confirm the dates.) 
 
Time: 10 AM-12PM 

Fee: $5 

Number of Participants: 5 minimum, 30 maximum 
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A Grace-Full Spring: A Taize Service 

The Taizé [tey-zey/ti-zey] service is an hour-long meditative, candle-lit ceremony that centers around 
music, prayer, and silence, to quiet the mind, open the heart and feed the soul. It is a time of quiet and 
solitude seeking the presence of the Spirit you may call God. A few words sung over and over again 
reinforce the meditative quality of prayer, allowing it to be grasped quickly by the heart and intellect, 
gradually penetrating the whole being. Adapted for UU congregations, this event will continue the 
theme for March ("Grace") at TJMC through music, readings, and meditation. Please join us. As this is 
a contemplative service, child care will be provided for children under ten years-old. (Parents will know 
whether or not their child would be interested in this type of worship experience and if this service is appropriate for their 
participation.) 

 

 Facilitators: Sunday Night Couplesõ Covenant Group 

 Location: Sanctuary 

 Date: Sunday, March 18  

 Time: 7:30-8:30 PM 

 Fee:  free of charge 

 

Harvest the Power: Adaptive Leadership 
This workshop focuses on how a leader can give form and voice to a guiding vision as a congregation 
works through adaptive challenges. Offering a variety of opportunities to reflect on the qualities of an 
effective leader in a time of change and to explore the concept of adaptive leadership, the participants will 
practice listening deeply to each other. We will consider the concept and importance of transparency in 
congregational leadership and consider ways to promote transparency in our own leadership roles within 
a congregational setting. 
Harvest the Power is a twelve part UUA curriculum designed to help both new and experienced lay 
leaders to enrich their leadership skills and experience their leadership practice as a part of their 
Unitarian Universalist spiritual journey. This module will build on concepts from last yearõs Harvest the 
Power workshops, but attendance at previous workshops is not necessary and new participants are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Facilitators: Gene Zechmeister & Breck Gastinger. Gene Zechmeister is a retired psychology 
professor. Gene and his wife, Jeanne, are members of TJMC, and have been living in 
Charlottesville and attending the church for two years. Breck Gastinger, and his partner Lara 
Gastinger, have been members at TJMC since 2002. They are the parents of two boys who are 
active in the RE program. Breck has spent much time over the past seven years volunteering for 
the RE program with the Challenge program, YRUU, and as a mentor. Professionally, Breck is a 
senior project manager at Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects, working in a leadership role 
on a wide variety of projects that deal with issues of ecological restoration and cultural 
landscapes. Both Gene and Breck are elected members of the Leadership Development Committee. 

Location: Social Hall  

Date: Wednesday, March 21 

Time: 7-9 PM 

Number of Participants: 6 minimum, 25 maximum 

   Fee:  free of charge 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTEsBCNP9ycABImjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12bvg95ud/EXP=1327723692/**http%3a/webclipart.about.com/library/candle/blcndl8s.htm
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Jesus: Teacher, Guide, Companion 

What better time than the eve of Easter to take a look at the first century Palestinian carpenter, 
teacher, and healer who was known in his own language as Yeshua ben Miriam. Who was he? How 
has he been understood? And what might he have to offer twenty-first century Unitarian 
Universalists? Rev. Erik  Walker Wikstrom will draw on the material in his first book, Teacher, Guide, 
Companion: Rediscovering Jesus in a secular age.  

Facilitator: Rev. Erik Walker Wikstrom. Co-Sponsored by the UU Christian Fellowship. 

 Location: Sanctuary 

 Date: Thursday April 5 

 Time: 7-9 PM 

 Number of Participants: 10 minimum, 35 maximum 

 Fee:  Free of charge 

Harvest the Power: Keeping Distress Productive 
This Harvest the Power workshop explores conflict and uncivil, hostile, or difficult behavior that surfaces 
within a congregation. It provides a new way to think about conflict, and to examine how individual/
community polarities can lead to tension, anxiety, or disagreement in congregational life. We will learn 
strategies for responding to difficult behavior and resources for managing and transforming high level or 
intractable congregational conflict. With a focus on deeply understanding and faithfully addressing 
conflict, participants will explore ways adaptive leaders can ògive the work back to the people,ó and 
engage a wider circle of congregational stakeholders in the work of adaptive change. 

Harvest the Power is a twelve part UUA curriculum designed to help both new and experienced lay 
leaders to enrich their leadership skills and experience their leadership practice as a part of their 
Unitarian Universalist spiritual journey. This module will build on concepts from last yearõs Harvest the 
Power workshops, but attendance at previous workshops is not necessary and new participants are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Facilitators: John Semmelhack & Nancy Briggs. John Semmelhack and his partner Amy 
Wissekerke have been members of TJMC for several years and both are active in TJMC leadership 
positions. They are the parents of two small daughters.  John is the owner of Think Little, a 
Charlottesville-based energy efficiency and green building consulting firm. Nancy Briggs and her 
husband Larry have been members of TJMC for three and a half years, and they were active in the 
First Universalist Church in Denver prior to coming to Charlottesville. Nancy is a retired educator 
with teaching and facilitation experience. She developed and taught workshops as part of her 
responsibilities as a director of a Head Start program and as the coordinator of a therapeutic 
nursery for at-risk children and families. 

Location: Social Hall 

Date: Wednesday, February 15 

Time: 7-9 PM 

Number of Participants: 6 minimum, 25 maximum 

Fee: Free of charge 
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Parenting Tweens with Smarts & Heart:  
Parent Discussion Panel  

The tween years present a rapid change in family life as peer culture, school and extracurricular demands, 
social networking, media influences, and the changes of puberty exert increasing influence. Parents who 
have òbeen thereó will speak about the joys and challenges of ushering children into the tween years. We 
will discuss both the practical realities and the emotional challenges of meeting the needs of this 
developmental phase. Resources available in the community, online, and in local libraries will be 
discussed. Dialogue will be encouraged. The evening will provide parents will an opportunity to socialize 
with other parents and to sample delicious treats including chocolates and cheeses. We encourage 
parents to see this special program as a òdate night.ó  Parents of children of any age (pre-tween or post-
tween) welcome! 

 Facilitators: Carolyn Schuyler & other panelists.  
 Carolyn is the mother of a twelve year old, a psychotherapist, and 
 former school guidance counselor. 

 
 Location: Social Hall 

 Dates: Friday, April 20 

 Time: 7-9 PM 

 Fee: $5 

 Number of Participants: 8 minimum, 40 maximum 

 

Leadership Skills:  
Coaching, Mentoring, & Succession Planning 

Congregations can grow in different ways, including in size (numerical), in the deepening of faith and 
ministry (maturational), and in functioning as a community (organic). Having internal systems in place 
to recruit, develop, and plan for the succession of leaders at all levels is one of the key building blocks for 
growing as a community. This workshop will focus on TJMCõs evolving succession planning strategy, and 
some of the key leadership skills required. Participants will explore coaching, mentoring, personal 
development planning, and other skills. Registration will be limited to assure that everyone has sufficient 
opportunity to practice the skills. 

Facilitators: Donna Baker, Anne Clark, & Jean Sorrells-Jones 

Location: Social Hall 

Date: Wednesday,  April 18 

Time:  7-9 PM 

Number of Participants: 6 minimum, 20 maximum 

Fee: Free of charge 
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Little Altars Everywhere 
 Creating altars, whether in your home, in the woods, in your workplace or even at church can be 

fun, deeply meaningful, and even part of a spiritual practice.  Come and reflect with others about the 
significance of altars in our lives. Weõll explore questions like: what makes an altar an altar? How 
does one make an altar? Why are altars important? Through images, stories and sharing as well as 
the act of creating an altar together, weõll explore how to use altars and the act of altar building as a 
touchstone for connecting with the sacred or that of ultimate importance. 

 
Facilitators: Leia Durland-Jones, Bonnie Hansen, Roslyn Neusch and Marissa Minnerly 
Leia, Bonnie, Roslyn and Marissa all enjoy building little (and not so little) altars everywhere. 
They each have altars of various types and configurations in and around their homes. As 
members of the TJMC Womenõs Dream Quest Planning Circle, they have created altars to-
gether specifically for the Dream Quest. They look forward to sharing their enthusiasm for 
altar building and to help you envision new ways and places to do your own altar building. 
 
Location:  sanctuary 

Date: February 29 

Time: 7-9 PM 
 

Fee: $5 
 

Number of participants:  4 minimum, 12 maximum 

Our Seven Principles: Explored through Stories 

For new UUs, life-long UUs and everyone in betweenñthis workshop will help you affirm how 
your church life weaves with the others aspects of your life.  During our time together, we will lis-
ten, journal, discuss, share silence, and maybe even sing a little.  We will use stories from Ken Col-
lierõs book Our Seven Principles in Story and Verse and learn the rainbow chalice that is part of TJMCõs 
Childrenõs Worship. 

 
 
 
 Facilitator: Alexandra McGee, MDiv serves our congregation quarter time 
 as Ministry Associate.  She graduated from Starr King School for the Minis
 try in Berkeley in 2008. 
 

 Location: Church Parlor 
 

 Date: Saturday May 12 
 

 Time: 1-3 PM 
 

 Number of Participants:  4 minimum, 15 maximum 
 

 Fee: Free of charge 
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Serving With Grace: lay leadership as a spiritual practice 
Can you imagine church work not as a means to an end but as an end in itself? What if all of the calls 
for volunteers were not a necessary evil but an integral and organic part of the church's spiritual 
programming? In Rev. Erik Walker Wikstromõs most recent book, Serving With Grace:  lay leadership as a 
spiritual practice, he has presented both a vision of òtotal immersion spiritualityó for todayõs church as 
well as suggestions for how to get there. Find out what the rest of the wider Unitarian Universalist 
movement has been talking about.  

 

 

 Facilitator: Rev. Erik Walker Wikstrom. Co-sponsored by the 
 Leadership Development Committee. 

 Location: Summit Room 1 

 Date: Monday February 13 

 Time: 7-9 PM 

 Number of Participants: 8 minimum, 15 maximum  

 Fee: Free of charge 

 

Planning for Lifeõs Final Journey: Helping Loved Ones Prepare 
This seminar, open to the entire community, will help us and our loved ones find useful information and 
make decisions about planning for the end of life. A variety of presenters from: Hospice, the Funeral 
Information Society of the Piedmont, TJMC Memorial Garden, an expert on Advance Directives, etc., will 
be on tap to answer question and talk about services available. Handouts and sample reading material 
available. The DVD òContinuing the Conversationó will be shown to get the conversation going. Break-
out sessions on specific relevant topics. Information tables at lunch (bring your own lunch). Drinks/
snacks available. Bring a friend!  

 

Facilitators: Pastoral Visitors & UUppity 

Women. 

Location: All Church 

Dates: Saturday, March 24 

Times: 9-3 PM 
 

Fee: Free of charge 
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Spiritual Direction  
When most Unitarian Universalists hear the words "spiritual direction" the image that's conjured up is 
that of an old priest or monk in some stone chapel telling you what's wrong with your spiritual life.  Yet 
more and more Unitarian Universalists are discovering this ancient practice -- known in Ireland as "soul 
friends" and more commonly today as "spiritual companionship" or "spiritual guidance."  See what 
spiritual direction might have to offer you and TJMC.   

 Facilitators: Rev. Erik Walker Wikstrom &  
  Chaplain Alexandra McGee   

 Location:  Summit Room 2 

 Date: Thursday, February 23 

 Time: 7-9 PM 

 Number of Participants: 8 minimum,  
  15 maximum 

 

 Fee: Free of charge 

Spring Newcomer Orientation 

An introduction to Unitarian Universalism and to  our church is offered by Rev. Erik Wikstrom, the 

Membership Committee and other church leaders and members. This is an opportunity to explore the 

deeper meaning of our faith, to meet other newcomers and to gain an overview of the many activities 

of our congregation.  A light breakfast, snacks, coffee and fellowship will be provided. Childcare is 

available upon request. For further information please contact Jean Newland at 

kipandjean@gmail.com. 

     Facilitators: Sally Taylor, Membership Committee Chair  

& Jean Newland, Assistant Chair 
 

Date: Saturday, April 28   Location: Summit House 1+2 

Time: 9 AM-12 PM     Fee: Free of charge 

Spring Equinox Mini-Retreat 
When the days and nights are of equal length, we mark the Equinox.  When this happens as the days 
are getting longer, we mark the Spring Equinox.  Come and pause together, with candles, journaling, 
poems, and silence to reflect on what you are leaving behind and what you will do with the longer 
days ahead.  

Facilitator: Alexandra McGee, MDiv serves our congregation quarter time as Ministry Associ-
ate.  She graduated from Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley in 2008. 
 
Location: Sanctuary   Date: Saturday March 17 

Time: 1- 3 PM     Number of Participants: 5 minimum. 20 maximum 

    Fee: Free of charge 
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A Unitarian Universalist Prayer Practice 
Many Unitarian Universalists make use of spiritual practices from other traditions - Zen meditation, 
for instance, or Taize chanting. Can there be an authentically Unitarian Universalist practice? Rev. 
Erik Walker Wikstrom began exploring this idea in his second book, Simply Prayer: a modern spiritual 
practice to deepen your life. In this class he will explore the possible purpose(s) of prayer for UUõs, explain 
the prayer bead practice he has developed, and guide participants in the creation of their own set of 
prayer beads. 

 

  Facilitator: Rev. Erik Walker Wikstrom.  

     Co-Sponsored by the UU Christian Fellowship. 
 

  Location: Sanctuary 

  Date: Tuesday, April 24 

  Time: 7-9 PM 

  Fee: $5 (for materials) 

  Number of Participants: 8 minimum, 10 maximum 

Teens Taking Action: Teen & Parent Summit! 
A fun and interactive conference for teens, parents, and other caring adults in the Charlottesville 
community, focusing on healthy sexuality as apart of personal and community wellbeing. We will 
have a keynote speaker to discuss how sexuality impacts all of us on a daily basis at a very basic level, 
followed by two break-out session separating teens and parents. This will give each group the ability 
to interact and ask questions with their peers. We will end the conference 
with a wrap up session bringing teens, parents, and other caring adults 
from the community back together with tips on home application of skills 
learned. We want to focus on giving medically accurate information as 
well as providing communication skills to help teens and parents become 
more open about uncomfortable topics at home. Lunch provided. 

Facilitator: Keiana Mayfield, Teens Taking Action Coordinator 
(TTA); TTA Interns; TTA Teens; Community Partners. Keiana 
Mayfield is the Teens Taking Action Program Coordinator for 
Charlottesville as well as the Community Health Educator for 
Planned Parenthood Health Systems in Charlottesville, Virginia. 
She is a recent graduate of the University of Virginia where she 
received a double major in Sociology and Womenõs Studies, 
focusing on issues surrounding health, sexuality and gender. She 
was Peer Health Educator for the Office of Health Promotion in the Student Health Center, 
and has had a myriad of training in relation to sexuality and sexual health. She works with 
teens, parents and other caring adults in the Charlottesville community discussing a multitude 
of topics, not restricted to sexual health. Through education she hopes to help create a happy, 
healthy, and informed Charlottesville community. 

  Location: Social Hall   Date: Saturday, April 28 

  Time: 10:30-3:30 PM  (lunch provided!) 

  Number of Participants: 10 minimum, No maximum 

  Fee: free of charge 



 

¢Wa/-¦¦  ǳǳŎƘŀǊƭƻǧŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΦƻǊƎ мо

Wednesday Wonderings 
Rev. Erik facilitates this weekly drop-in program which consists of encounters with some of the great 
mystics of the Christian traditions. Each week we will read together some texts that illuminate a 
particular mysticõs primary concerns and approach, and then discuss how we react to what we have read. 
Come when you can, leave when you need to, bring your lunch, and keep your mind and heart open. If you 
like, join us on the outdoor labyrinth just prior to class. 

 

Facilitator: Rev. Erik Walker Wikstrom. Erik Walker Wikstrom 
is the lead minister of TJMC. He has served two other UU 
congregations for a combined total of approximately thirteen 
years, and served for three years on the UUA staff in Boston. He 
brings a passion for our faith and its history, and a certainty that 
knowing where weõve come from is an essential foundation for 
building our future. 

Location: Summit House Room 1 

Dates: Wednesdays 

Time: 12:15-1:15 PM 

Fee: Free of charge 

Weekly Lunch Time Labyrinth Walk  
Come and enjoy an intentional pause in the middle of your week and support your spiritual practice. We 
meet on the outdoor labyrinth (weather permitting) and walk the labyrinth each at our own pace. No 
prior experience with labyrinths or walking meditation necessary. If the weather makes being outdoors 
impossible, we will walk the versatile labyrinth in the social hall. Come and goes as suits your needs with 
an estimated end time of 12:15.  

 

Facilitator: Leia Durland-Jones. Leia is TJMCõs Director 
of Religious Education and a labyrinth enthusiast. She 
enjoys helping others connect with the labyrinth as an 
ancient tool for spiritual and personal deepening. 

Location: Outdoor Labyrinth at TJMC  

Date: Every Wednesday 

Time: 11:45-12:15 PM 

Fee: Free of charge 
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Working with The Bodyõs Subtle Energies:  
An Approach to Spiritual, Emotional, & Physical Self-care  

For thousands of years cultures around the world have worked with the subtle energies of the body to 
address physical, emotional, and spiritual needs. Western cultures have begun to embrace this ancient 
knowledge by recognizing the value of yoga, acupuncture, and other energy-based practices. We will 
begin with an exploration of some of the emerging research and move into experiential exercises. This 
class is designed to provide participants with the tools and conceptual understanding needed to begin 
to work with the bodyõs subtle energies in daily life. 

Facilitator: Carolyn Schuyler. Carolyn Schuyler is a psychotherapist in private practice. 
She helped to found The Womenõs Initiative, a local nonprofit counseling agency, and has 
provided a wide range of psychoeducational classes to the community over the last several 
years. She has enjoyed adding energy medicine to her toolkit as a therapist, and looks 
forward to sharing her emerging understanding and interest with the church community.   

Location: Parlor 

Date: Thursday March 8 

Time: 7-9 PM   

Fee: $7 

Number of Participants: 8 minimum,  
 25 maximum 
 

World Religions  
Come and learn everything you wanted to know and more about the great religions of the world. 
Featuring video lectures by Dr. Mark Muesse, a Harvard graduate and distinguished professor at 
Rhodes College, the class will examine Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, with 
six sessions devoted to each faith. The discussions, after each presentation, will be led by Reverend 
Tony Perrino and Barbara Shenefield. Participation in all sessions will provide a rich experience, 
however drop-ins or those interested in attending the sessions on a particular faith tradition are most 
welcome. 

Facilitators: Rev. Tony Perrino, & Barbara Shenefield 

Location: Parlor & Sanctuary  

Date & Time: Tuesdays, starting February 7 from 1-3 PM &  

repeat Wednesdays, starting February 8 from 7-9 PM  

 Classes will run weekly through June 2012. 

(Sufficient registration in each session will be needed in order for both 
sessions to be held.) 

Fee: $2/class or $20 for the whole series. Drop-ins welcome. 

Number of Participants: 6 minimum, 25 maximum 
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UUA General Assembly in Phoenix, Arizona: June 20-24, 2012 
General Assembly (GA) 2012 will be a gathering with multiple ways of engaging in justice work for 
people of all ages. Joining with the people of Arizona, we will worship, witness, learn and work together. 
We will leave General Assembly grounded in our faith, energized for justice and with resources to bring 
this work home to our congregations. 

Service and Witness 
We will partner with communities in Arizona to bring attention to the injustices and human rights 
abuses they face. Our service will allow all participants to witness in ways that reflect our commitment to 
justice, equity and compassion for all. We will also do hands-on work with our community partners. 
Projects will take place in a variety of settings, and include multigenerational teams and accessible 
venues. Whether you choose to witness for one hour, make signs for people to carry, or spend a day at a 
project, there will be opportunities for everyone. 

Programs and Workshops 
We will learn how to build stronger relationships, community partnerships, and movements for justice. 
We will go in-depth on important justice issues such as colonization, border issues and advocacy. We 
encourage teams to attend General Assembly in order to share experiences and learn how to continue this 
work at home. 

The Work of Justice 
Our business will be grounded in our faith tradition's commitment to justice. Plenary sessions will be 
limited to matters essential to the governance of our Association and items that further our justice-
making efforts. The exhibit hall will offer justice resources and opportunities to connect with local 
communities. 

Spirit and Community 
Filled with joy and boldness, we will sing, we will worship, and we will celebrate together. We will have 
spiritual support and reflection as we build a just world. Together, we will create a beloved community 
without borders. 

Regarding Civil Disobedience 
Our local partners have not asked us to engage in civil disobedience. Any planning for civil disobedience 
during this Justice GA would put both the larger Association and individual congregations at risk. Civil 
disobedience as part of our formal governance gathering could jeopardize the Association's status as a not
-for-profit church organization. This is especially true should children or youth become involved. Civil 
disobedience has a place, but not at this Justice General Assembly. 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Resources 
Cooking Together: Recipes for Immigration Justice Work, the GA 2012 resources project, offers a blog 

community for religious professionals, lay leaders, and people of all ages who are passionate about 
engagement with immigration justice work. Together, we will share, create and adapt faith 
development materials for congregations of all sizes and kinds, whether or not they will be sending 
delegates to Phoenix for GA 2012. 

Immigration Justice Pages 
Arizona Immigration Action Page 
Immigration Reform Toolkit 
2010-2014 Congregational Study/Action Issue: Immigration as a Moral Issue 
Events at GA 2011 About GA 2012 
¶2049 Looking Ahead to General Assembly 2012 UU World Report 
¶3050 UUA Board Conversation Space: Planning for Phoenix 2012 UU World Report 
¶2026 Common Read, Common Reflection, Common Action on Immigration Video 
¶2079 July 29: Standing on the Side of Love in Phoenix Video 
¶4004 Love Has No Borders: Border Realities and Immigration Today Video 

For more information contact generalassembly@uua.org. 
 

http://immigrationjustice.blogs.uua.org/
http://www.uua.org/immigration/index.shtml
http://www.uua.org/immigration/policy/states/162533.shtml
http://www.uua.org/immigration/witness/toolkit/index.shtml
http://www.uua.org/immigration/re/moral/index.shtml
http://blogs.uuworld.org/ga/2011/06/23/justice-ga-begins-to-take-shape/
http://blogs.uuworld.org/ga/2011/06/24/board-seeks-input-on-2012-justice-ga/
http://www.uua.org/immigration/re/ga/184926.shtml
http://www.uua.org/immigration/re/ga/184975.shtml
http://www.uua.org/immigration/re/ga/184984.shtml
mailto:generalassembly@uua.org
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Adult Faith Development Wants You! 

Sign-Up to Teach a Fall 2012 Course Now 

We look to offer classes that reflect our principles and values and would be of interest to our church 

community. If leading a class is something you would like to do, please fill out the form below and submit it 

to the Religious Education Office or email the information to Leia Durland-Jones, DRE, at 

leiadj@embarqmail.com by Friday, June 1. Please give us as much information as you can.   The Adult Faith 

Development Committee will consider all submissions for possible classes. We are  interested in your ideas 

for future classesñplease share them with us! 

 

 

/ƭŀǎǎ ¢ƛǘƭŜΥ 

/ƭŀǎǎ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 

CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊόǎύΥ 

5ŀǘŜόǎύΥ 

¢ƛƳŜόǎύΥ 

CŜŜΥ  

bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΥ  І       ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΣ  І       ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ 


