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Introduction

It says in our Purposes and Principles: "Thergvlradition which we share draws from many
sources." This year the Children’s Religious EdioceProgram is studying two of these sources: hilv@anist
and the earth-centered traditions. Today | witl® on humanism.

| confess that humanism is the primary source ypbwelief. | don't know how many of you claim a
humanistic faith today, but | predict that all afushave been influenced by it.

Definition of Humanism

First, let me define what | mean by humanism. midnism has had a long journey. ltis indeed a path
that has taken over five hundred years. Contemptiamanism is a synthesis of many philosophical,
scientific and religious movements including then&iesance, the Enlightenment, naturalism, demogracy
materialism, rationalism, civil libertarianism, &tal culture, Unitarian Universalism, liberal Justai, and
secular humanism. Humanism is a belief in ttiés In human goodness, and claims that in ordepfogress
to occur human cooperation is necessary.

If you claim the path of humanism today you prdipddelieve in one or more of these philosophical or
religious movements. | would go so far as to $ay the 20th century for Unitarian Universalistd e
viewed by historians as a coming to grips withttde of humanism that was begun in the 19th cerdnd/
flowered during the first half of the 20th century.

If I had time this morning | would show how thealiscendentalists of the 19th century, led by Uiaitar
minister, Ralph Waldo Emerson, paved the way ferithmanism that would follow. David Robinson, the
author of,_ The Unitarians and thimiversalistssees the birth of humanism in our movement irstheggle
over our Christian roots at the end of the 19thwsn He writes that the supernatural foundatibearly
Unitarianism was being eroded by a naturalisticaagh. | quote:

A "God" that could be thought of as "that Lovelwithich our souls commune" was not
necessarily a supernatural or transcendent beieger a being at all. God might be thought of ymp
as a name or symbol for the aspiring religious ibditg of humanity. . . more precisely as an
expression of the human personality itself, andji@h might be redefined as a purely human entsepri
Such was the drift of thought in the Humanist pnesen Unitarianism, the denomination's "most vital
and distinctive theological movement since Trandeetalism.” (p. 143)

| don't mean to say this morning that all Unitaridniversalists are humanists or that we are the
originators of the humanist movement. This isffam the case. Humanism would put us on the saatte p
philosophically as the Ethical Culture movementided by Felix Adler in New York toward the end loét
19th century. Our affinity with humanism wouldtgius close to this movement, with many of our sters
and their leaders crossing denominational lindse most famous being Lester Mondale, the half-lerodth
U.S. Senator, and Vice President, and Presidesgialidate Walter Mondale.

The biggest struggle of the 20th century in treaaof religion and philosophy was the humanist
struggle. It has been the struggle of educationedk It is the struggle between knowledge amndtional
belief. It was the same struggle of the Enlightentrpperiod. Ralph Perry concludes:

There is the same confidence in our liberatedladtlthe same greed for learning, the same woship
the intellect. (p. 9, "The Humanity of Man").

Humanism is indeed a broad philosophical positieciuding people as diverse in their theology as
Thomas Jefferson and Pope John Paul Il. PopeBatinvho was pontiff from 1978-2005, and has bedled
a humanist in the traditional sense: a believéhénltalian Renaissance--a man with a breadtmoikedge.
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He wrote that faith and reason must be supportiveach other, had a concern for the working popardator
the dignity of women and concluded that freedomedes on truth. These are all humanistic positions.

Humanist Manifesto | and |
Early in the century humanism became first andnfmrgt a rejection of the supernatural. | recommend
that each of you read the Humanist Manifesto, amiih 1933. The fifth statement in that manifestgned by
many famous scientists, and many Unitarian mirsssard:

Humanism asserts that the nature of the univespeted by modern science makes
unacceptable any supernatural or cosmic guaraofdaesnan values. . . Religion must formulate its
hopes and plans in the light of the scientificisgind method.

By making the Manifesto a part of our history, denomination would be viewed by many as no longer
a religion but a philosophy. Without a superndt@ad how could we now claim to be religious?

This is where | enter the picture. The year waig31 | had followed the path of humanism withig th
Methodist church. | could no longer pray to a snptural God. Emerson, and the Transcendentdtiats,
taught me that divinity was within humans and nataot outside of nature. Like the humanists idveld that
the time had passed for theism. | had claimed wmidimy theologians of the 1960's that God as “hes dead.
The “he” part of that statement is important.

With the 9th statement of the humanist manifestould say:

In place of the old attitudes involved in worshipd prayer the humanist finds his religious
emotions expressed in a heightened sense of pétdersand in a cooperative effort to promote sbcia
well-being.

The Manifesto also sought to “establish the coadgiof a satisfactory life for all, not merely fofew.”
Based on this philosophy it was critical of soméhaf results of capitalism. It concluded:

The humanists are firmly convinced that existinguasitive and profit-motivated society has shown
itself to be inadequate and that a radical changeethods, controls, and motives must be estallighe
the end that the equitable distribution of the nseafrife be possible.

Maybe the Humanist Manifesto should be taught isif®ss schools today.
The “Manifesto” was much more than an economidritteto me. It was a theological and ethical
statement. With this “Manifesto” | was ready to
a) Affirm life rather than deny it;
b) Seek to elicit the possibilities of life, no¢d from it; and
¢) Endeavor to establish the conditions of a sattsty life for all,
not merely for the few.

This statement written in 1933 would cause a sibmot within all the religions of our nation, adst within
our denomination. The next forty years would inidwa debate between the humanists and the thémis o
movement. The theists were those who affirmedpast and the humanists were those who pointedwesdo
the future.

In 1973 | started preaching in Boca Raton, Florit¥y predecessor would be one of the leading vaite
of humanist thought in the Unitarian movement: &bl erry Weston. The man that would first tell afmut
Unitarianism, Bill Gold, minister in Richmond, wakeady known for being one of the most stridert anti-
religious humanist of our movement. Some haveeddlim a "fundamentalist humanist.”

Not long after | arrived in Boca Raton a secondanduist Manifesto was already being printed and was
on its way to every Unitarian minister across therary. They were asking for ministers and acad&ms to



sign Humanist Manifesto II. When | received my gopthought heaven had come to earth. | coukhyt
God was now on our side, but | wanted to.

The new Manifesto was an extension of the first,ibwas clear that something had occurred idhe
years since humanists signed Manifesto |. Listethis paragraph:

Many kinds of humanism exist in the contemporaoyldi The varieties and emphases of
naturalistic humanism include "scientific,” "ethi¢ddemocratic,” religious,” and "Marxist" humanis
Free thought, atheism, agnosticism, skepticisngrderationalism, ethical culture, and liberal ridig
all claim to be heir to the humanist tradition. rianism traces is roots from ancient China, claksica
Greece and Rome, through the Renaissance and ligatEnment, to the scientific revolution of the
modern world.

Now here is the most revealing statement:

But views that merely reject theism are not eq@rato humanism. They lack commitment to the
positive belief in the possibilities of human pregs and to the values central to it. Many witleligrous
groups, believing in the future of humanism, nowirol humanist credentials. Humanism is an ethical
process through which we all can move, above agdrukthe divisive particulars, heroic personalities
dogmatic creeds, and ritual customs of past reigiar their mere negation.

The humanists of the 1970s were quite clearly diffefrom the humanists of the 1930s. Their prefaaw
read:

We affirm a set of common principles that can sexs a basis for united action--positive
principles relevant to the present human condition.

The new humanism was also looking beyond humangtenearth. They were looking at what Carl Sagan
would make popular: "The Cosmos." The new matofesth 20 years passed since World War Il was ilogk
for "a vision of hope, a direction for satisfyingrsgival.”

Conclusions
I immediately signed this Manifesto and returrtetd iEdwin Wilson, Unitarian minister, and leadér o
the humanist movement. | claimed the path of husmamand was proud of it. With this manifesto | waady
to affirm:

The preciousness and dignity of the individual pers
The importance of protecting human liberties, ajtadicial process, artistic, scientific, religioaad
cultural freedom.

| also affirmed the democratic process and opptsatitarianism, separation of church and state eihd of
discrimination, sexism, and racism, an improvedaaondition for all. | affirmed the end of natialism and
the beginning of a new world community which woalghor violence and force. This new world order idou
take advantage of new technologies and scieniicoderies.

Behind this new Manifesto was a new theme. Whedirst Manifesto was strident and divisive, the
second recognized the need for reconciliation basettie old reason with a new compassion. Humains
this manifesto means that what is to be done &ehto be done by us. We can't look to transceriakings
for our salvation. This was the common thread withhumanism of the past.

I will conclude with a part of the final paragraphHumanist Manifesto. As | read this statemaéirtk
of our President and the role he would like to prathe world. It also fits the goals of formeamtiff, John
Paul Il. The theology may be different, and otmieal and moral statements would diverge, but the
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humanitarian foundation is there. This is alsteéesnent that drives some radical talk show hasdssaiper-
patriots crazy. | quote from the Manifesto Il:

We are responsible for what we are or will bet usework together for a humane world by
means commensurate with human ends. Destruceadadical differences among communism,
capitalism, socialism, conservatism, liberalisng aadicalism should be overcome. Let us call for a
end to terror and hatred. We will survive and peynly in a world of shared human values. We can
initiate new directions for humankind; ancient fies can be superseded by broad-based cooperative
efforts. . .What more daring a goal for humankinart for each person to become in ideal as well as
practice, a citizen of a world community. It islassical vision; we can now give it new vitality.
Humanism thus interpreted is a moral force thattimas on its side. We believe that humankind lhas t
potential intelligence, good will, and cooperatskall to implement this commitment in the decades
ahead.

To that | dare say: "Amen.”. The path of humanisralive and well. Some would argue, and | agree,
that the “Manifesto” needs updating. Issues sctha environment, climate change, and marriagealiggu
should be added. The dangers of sexual abuse bauédmore emphasis. There is also a spirituaraab
human beings which needs to be affirmed more thessical humanism avows.

The American Humanist Association acknowledgedniersd in 2003 when they rewrote the Manifesto
adding words like diversity, global ecosystem, iimgdwonder and awe, comfort in times of want,
interdependence, enjoyed of the good life, ancasmadility. Like the earth, humanism continuegvolve. As
Unitarian Universalists we claim many sources. ldoism continues to be an important source to méauog.o



